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Letter from Our Executive Director

Thinking back over the past year with Generation Citizen in the South, a couple of moments really stand out. Whether
it was seeing our Oklahoma students presenting their Community-Based Civics Projects to community leaders at
Civics Day at the Oklahoma State Capitol, or watching a news story from Kentucky, where GC Students invited over a
dozen local leaders to their school for a Civics Panel, our GC students are stepping into their role as the next generation
of citizens, and it's both heartening and inspiring.

For those new to GC, our core is the GC project and journey to Civics Day. Using our Community-Based Civics
framework, students use hands-on learning to explore the Constitution, choose local issues, learn respectful dialogue,
research root causes, and develop a plan to make a difference in their community, whether by engaging leaders,

starting a new initiative, or championing laws.

My connection to our work is personal. Rooted in my Southern upbringing in Louisiana and a small town in Oklahoma,
I know the value we place on our communities and making them the best they can be. My own interest in civics was
sparked by some great civics teachers, Mrs. Byers and Mr. Mannen, and supportive community members, like our local
newspaper owner Steve Bolton, who gave me opportunities to get involved in civic activities at a young age. That's the
same kind of hands-on learning | want every student in the South to have as part of their education. And Generation
Citizen is doing this work.

This year brought some exciting growth for GC in the South: GC will now be a part of all 9th-grade civics classes in
Oklahoma City, we're expanding into rural schools in Kentucky and Oklahoma, plus launching programs in North
Carolina. Whether it's in a big city, a suburb, or a small town, seeing young people find their voice to improve their

communities is something that connects us all.

Our students are really taking the idea of leading change to heart. They're learning that making a difference often starts
locally, right where they are. As GC student Amber said at Civics Day, it “gives you an experience of how to move forward
with plans that you have, for your community, for your family, for your people...” And Chloe, who's from a rural area,
pointed out, “Whether you live in a rural area...or you're in the city areas...it’s very important to be able to come together to
solve problems, and that’s what Generation Citizen was able to teach us.”

This report will share more about the inspiring work of our students, teachers, and partners throughout the South.
You'll see how empowering young people with the skills and confidence to be active citizens is making a real
difference in their lives and their communities. Now, more than ever, equipping the next generation of citizens is vital
for all of us. And | am hopeful as we continue our work and engage our young people to bring their fresh ideas and
passion to their communities, the future will be brighter not only for our local communities, but for the entire South

Region and our nation.

With gratitude for your partnership, 3
Michelle Tilley - MICHELLE TILLEY

Executive Director, South
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COMMUNITY-BASED CIVICS

Educators across the country teach GC’s project-based, interactive

civics curriculum with support from our national and regional program o—
~ teams. As civics learning comes to life, students become active citizens in

 their own communities.

The next chapter of our history will be written by today’s students.
We provide young people with the tools they need to lead through

alumni engagement, fellowship programs, and leadership training.

=7 POLICY, ADVOCACY, & FIELD-BUILDING
. & Supportive civic education policies and a strong field of experts are more

important than ever. Together with our partners we advocate for fundlng and

people with the tools they need to lead through alumni engagement, fellowship

programs, and leadership training.

“We can actually make a difference. Look where we are. The Governor’s office is like down

the hall, he should see what we are doing.”
, , - GC Student at Oklahoma Civics Day
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OUR 2023-24 SOUTH IMPACT

teachers delivered GC's curriculum &

4 y 9 9 O Z::d:lzs( high school students 6 1 received training, professional development,
e and support

at 33 SCHOOLS across KENTUCKY, OKLAHOMA AND TEXAS

OUR 2023-24 NATIONAL REACH & IMPACT

teachers delivered GC's curriculum &

33 57 mlddle;& high school students 544 received training, professional development,
- engage and support

of teachers agree that the GC curriculum

of students in GC's classes were
90% students of color 99% supported their ability to develop a

democratic classroom culture

98% af GC stucents showediadoption 1»344 STUDENT CIVICS PROJECTS COMPLETED!

of civic skills

PROGRAM WORK
POLICY & ADVOCACY
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GENERATION CITIZEN SOUTH CIVICS DAYS

OKLAHOMA CIVICS DAY

In December 2024, Generation Citizen returned to the Oklahoma
State Capitol to host its first in-person Civics Day at the Capitol in
several years. For students and educators, the event was more than
a culminating showcase—it was a moment of visibility, belonging,
and renewed civic purpose. More than 150 students from across
the state gathered to present the community-based civics projects
they developed over the semester, addressing issues deeply rooted
in their communities.

Topics ranged from teacher retention and school funding to
homelessness, gun violence, the opioid crisis, rural hospital
technology, and PTSD in youth. One team, concerned with rising
maternal mortality rates in Oklahoma, proposed stronger state-
level policies to support maternal health care and expand access in
underserved areas. Another focused on improving translation
services and English as a Second Language resources in public

‘ ‘ “We are the future, but we are also

schools. the present, and the changes we

The day began with remarks from State Representative Arturo make today can shape the world
Alonso, who received GC's Community Changemaker Award. He we inherit tomorrow.”

encouraged students to stay engaged and see themselves as active - A'Karia B.
participants in shaping the future of their state. GC also honored GC Student Changemaker at
Teacher Changemaker Matt Hesser from Capitol Hill High School \ Oklahoma Civics Day , ,

for his sustained leadership in civic education.

NORTH CAROLINA CIVICS DAY

GC hosted a school-based Civics Day in North Carolina at Southeast
Magnet High School in Raleigh. The event brought together a diverse
audience—students, parents, educators, community members, ten pre-
service social studies teachers from NC State University, and several local
professors—underscoring the broad community interest in civic learning.

Students presented thoughtful community-based civics projects,
highlighting issues like school safety, community policing, access to
mental health resources, and school discipline policies. For many
students, it was their first time sharing their work in a public forum and the
response was overwhelmingly affirming.

Social studies teacher John Hensley reflected on the significance of the
moment: “We had a very diverse group of participants...the students got a lot
of good feedback and really felt empowered by the experience.” Educators
from NC State University echoed that sentiment, walking away inspired
by what students had accomplished and by the potential for civic learning
to grow across the state.
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CIVIC LEARNING IN ACTION

A Town Hall Experience in Owensboro”

In Fall 2024, students at Owensboro Innovation Academy (OIA) in Kentucky took part in a schoolwide Civic
Town Hall, engaging directly with more than a dozen local and state elected officials. More than 150 students
rotated through panels featuring city attorneys, school board members, and state representatives, asking
questions and learning firsthand how government decisions are made.

The event was designed as a launch point for a larger civic learning arc: students are now developing projects
that identify pressing community issues and propose meaningful policy solutions. They'll present their ideas to
the same group of elected officials in November—turning civic observation into civic participation.

OIA’s Community Outreach and Job Placement Coordinator, Julie Starnes, emphasized the importance of
involving community stakeholders in student learning. “It’s essential for these projects to have community
involvement... to have our elected officials, local business owners, and different individuals from the community come
share their expertise with our students.”

Students raised concerns about school safety, housing, and education equity. Sawyer M., a 7th grader at OIA,
reflected on how the experience pushed his thinking in new ways: “Just sitting down and reading notes and books
is boring. It doesn't really help get your mind moving. Doing something more innovative like this helps people think—
and become greater people later on.”

GC'’s Pilot Classroom in North Carolina

In Fall 2024, Generation Citizen launched its first-ever He praised GC'’s curriculum as “high quality,” citing
North Carolina classroom at Southeast Magnet High the root cause and State vs. Local Breakdown
School in Raleigh, partnering with social studies teacher  lessons as transformative. For him, GCisn't just a
John Hensley and reaching more than 50 students across program—it has helped to create a shared bond with
two classes. students and has become a catalyst for deeper civic
learning. This pilot classroom marked a meaningful
entry point into North Carolina and a foundation for
GC'’s work to grow throughout the state.

For Mr. Hensley, GC's community-based civics program
brought new energy and deeper connections to his
classroom. He noted that students felt proud to be the
state's first GC participants. After the first semester, he
chose to extend GC to additional classes in the spring and
began advocating to bring the program to other schools
across the state.

The experience also shifted classroom culture in
unexpected ways. Hensley reflected that working with GC's
curriculum helped him adjust his teaching approach—
treating students more like young adults and encouraging
greater autonomy. That shift deepened trust and
strengthened the bond between him and his students.

\ 7

~(w)- Did you know? After completing a project, 92% of GC students report having developed the skills necessary to participate in
public life, and—perhaps more importantly — 81% report that they believe they can make a difference in the public square.
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‘ A Strategic Partnership with GRREC ‘

4GRREC

Expanding Civic Access in Rural Kentucky

In 2024, Generation Citizen expanded its reach in
Kentucky through a new partnership with the Green
River Regional Educational Cooperative (GRREC)—
a network supporting 49 school districts across
Western Kentucky. This collaboration reflects GC's
long-term commitment to bringing community-
based civics to students in rural areas, where
opportunities for hands-on civic learning are often
limited or unevenly distributed.

In May, Megan Brandon, Program Director for the
South Region, and Allyson Cook, Chief Program &
Impact Officer, led an informational webinar for
GRREC district leaders, introducing GC's approach
to student-led civic action and its alignment with
the Kentucky Civic Seal. The response was
immediate: district leaders were eager to find
accessible, standards-aligned civic learning that
connected to students’ real lives and communities.

By fall, two new districts—Owensboro Public
Schools and Metcalfe County Public Schools—
had joined the GC network. GC hopes to replicate
this type of partnership with educational
cooperatives aimed to meet rural communities
where they are, providing programming that
builds civic confidence and leadership from the
inside out.

“[Students] do understand what it means to be
a leader. They do understand what their own
civic identity should look like. They are not
citizens in waiting. They are citizens right now.”

— Allyson Cook
GC's Chief Program & Impact Officer

) J

\_

KY CIVIC SEAL ALIGNMENT

The KY Civic Seal program is an opportunity for students to go above and
beyond in demonstrating good citizenship according to four identified elements:

Civic Engagement Project

Students create or actively participate in an
informed civic engagement project.

Understanding of Government

Students complete coursework and submit a
summative collection of evidence of knowledge for
their civic engagement project.

Information Literacy

Students regularly practice finding and using varied
and credible sources, and submit a portfolio or
project that demonstrates information literacy.

Self-Reflection

Students show growth in civic knowledge, skills, and
civic commitments by sharing learnings from a civic
engagement project.
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OUR FINANCIALS

In the 2024 Fiscal Year, Generation REVENUES
Citizen raised $7,424,838.30 and
spent $5,153,515.50.

. o g 77%
Generation Citizen was able to HOIINIDEI OGS
invest in critical new capacity this 1%

. INTEREST
fiscal year thanks to generous
multi-year gifts from donors,
GOVERNMENT

including significant gifts from New
Profit and Yield Giving. 7%

PROGRAM SERVICES
Due to these and other generous 3%
. CORPORATE GIFTS
investments, we brought on
additional staff focused on I%DQVIDUAL S SNATIONS
partnership development and
program delivery as we grew the
number of schools, teachers and
students we worked with, and laid
the foundation for future growth EXPENSES
into new states.

21%
ADMINISTRATION

13%
FUNDRAISING

66%

PROGRAM
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Many thanks to the generous supporters who made significant gifts during
Generation Citizen's 2024 Fiscal Year.
Your partnership and commitment are deeply appreciated. Together, we are empowering a
movement of young people prepared to lead and transform our democracy.

Our Supporters

$250,000+

Anonymous Foundation

Bezos Family Foundation

GMA Foundations

Jonathan and Jennifer Soros

New Profit, Inc.

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
Yield Giving

$100,000 - $249,999
Five Together Foundation

New Pluralists Network Fund
Omidyar Network

Stuart Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Einhorn Collaborative

Fidelity Investments

Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund
Mary and Jerome Vascellaro

Present Progressive Fund

Ray and Dagmar Dolby Fund
Stavros Niarchos Foundation

Tom and Lydia Moran

Wellington Management Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Arcadia Charitable Trust
Consolidated Edison

Fresh Sound Foundation

George Kaiser Family Foundation
Ori Porat

Otto H. York Foundation
PriceWaterhouseCoopers (PwC)
Seth Sprague Educational and Charitable Foundation
The CAFE Group

The Carpenters' Company

The Rhode Island Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

Anne Lovett and Steve Woodsum (Lovett-Woodsum
Family Foundation)

Education Development Center

Erik and Joan Sorensen

Faith Mitchell and the Langeloth Foundation
Herb Block Foundation

iCivics

June Rockwell Levy Foundation

Long Island Community Foundation

Papitto Opportunity Connection

Rhode Island Humanities

Roslyn Watson

Sand County Charitable Trust

Sanofi Charitable Donations

Schott Foundation for Public Education

The Chicago Community Foundation

The Lincoln and Therese Filene Foundation
The New York Community Trust - Westchester
Viney Wallach Foundation

West Harlem Development Corporation

$5,000 - $9,999

Bristol County Savings Bank

Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation
City of Providence

Education First

Glenn and Randee Warren
Katharine and William Schmidt
Matthew Jong

New York Community Trust

Ocean State Charities Trust
OSTARA Foundation

Rebecca Kornfeld

Richard Katzman

Theodore Edson Parker Foundation
Tom Cramer and Michele Burger
Uggi Lee

Valerie Rockefeller
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$1,000 - $4,999

A. Carey Zesiger Fund

Adler Pollock and Sheehan P.C.
Aimee and Eric Sprung

Alexander Quinn

Alexei Dunaway and Katherine Rehberg
Anne Tresansky

Anonymous Donor

Benaree P Wiley

Brenda and Leon Brathwaite
Butcher Family Fund

Darcy Richie Fund

David Brown

Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
Ellen Sarkisian

Eric Hsu and James Chambers
Facing History and Ourselves
Hannelore Rodriguez-Farrar

Jane Lo

Jason Fish and Courtney Benoist
Jeff Alexander and Jocylyn Bailin
Jeff Strong/Strong Family Foundation
Joseph McGeehin and Lauren Coape-Arnold
Julie Hudman

Kim Wise Baskin

Lori Lander

Matthew Segneri

Maya and Justin Florence

Move The World Foundation
Mutual of America

Nancy Ward

Paula and Michael Price

Phillip and Cassandra Clay

Pieter van Noordennen

Rachel Black

Richard Schneider

Scott Warren

Sidney Li

Sumeet Ajmani and Preeyanka Shah
Thomas Kerr-Vanderslice

Tyler Rice

United Way of Rhode Island

Vijay Vemuri

William (Harry) Shipps

William Asher

William Blair

$500 - $999

Aarati Cohly

Aaron and Natasha Holiday
Adam Robitaille

Alec Beckett

Andrew Swanson

Angela Brooks

Brenda Santos

Brown University

Dale Curtis

Dan McCarthy

Defending Democracy

Emily Joseph

Faye Sampson-Russell and George Russell
Horace Dawson Foundation
Jaya Khetarpal

Jessica Schrank

Katherine Polson

Kayla Mottola

Lenny and Christine Mendonca
Lily Altstein

Maria Cilenti

Marie Boylan and Jeffrey Freedman
Marjorie Innocent

Markell Family Charitable Fund
Matthew Jose

Maya Burgos and Paul Trussell
Paula Vaughan

Peter Kuliesis

Ruth Shapiro and Michael Gallager
Suzanne and Sergio Modigliani
Sydney Menzin

Tessa and Hamo Field

Wendy Haines
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National Board of Directors
David Brown, Chair

Matt Segneri, Vice Chair
Charles Bullock

Wendy Lee Haines
Marjorie Innocent

Ishrat Jahan

Jane Lo

Fallon Manyika

Joseph McGeehin

Hanna Rodriguez-Farrar
Savannah Slayton

Jamie Van Leeuwen

Mary Vascellaro, Emeritus
Nicole Wright

Local Advisory Boards

MID-ATLANTIC
Aarati Cohly, Chair
Devin Adams
Karin Campbell
Sarah Chen

Justin Flynn
Matthew Jong
Caroline Jureller
Uggi Lee

Jason Litwak
Sydney Munro
Amy Nelson

Tyler Rice

Annie Roome

NEW ENGLAND
Matthew Jose, Chair
Hanno Alden

Celina Andrade
Rachel Black

Laurel Bliss

Cassidy Bissell

Wylie Chang

Alana Hill

Tom Kerr-Vanderslice
Jaya Khetarpal

Becca Kornfeld
Jessica Lander
Sidney Li

Manali Mahajan
Amy Mahler
Sydney Menzin
Dan McCarthy
Cara McCluskey
Kayla Mottola
Alexander Quinn
Kayt Racz
Adam Robitaille
Brenda Santos
Jessica Schrank
Harry Shipps
Pieter van Noordennen

SOUTH
Chelsea Abney
Hanna Bigbee
Marsha Funk
Andy Moore
Jason Musgrove
Kendra Whitman

WEST
Greg Bybee
Debbie Chang
Deidre Cohen
Joey King
Derick McGee
Quinn Schwab
Kavita Shah

Teacher Leadership Board
Kerri Furtado, MA

Kelly Preston, NY

Lee Sturm-Guidry, OK
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“Being involved in this class and participating in discussions, debates, and projects has deepened my
understanding of how our voices and actions can influence policies, create movements, and ensure
that the issues that matter to us are heard.”

— GC Student, South Region

“Your voice, your mind, the things that matter to you is what makes education what it is...you have to
really think about what are the things that matter to you and your community.”
— Dr. Nyshawana Francis-Thompson
Chief of Curriculum & Instruction for The School District of Philadelphia

GENERATION
CITIZEN

www.generationcitizen.org | info@generationcitizen.org | 115 Broadway, Floor 5| New York, NY 10006

@ facebook.com/generationcitizen | @ @generationcitizen | @) Generation Citizen | Q) @generationcitizenadmin4411

“This civics work—this is who | am.”
— GC Student, West Region

“Our youth feel empowered when they can potentially make a change and especially to have adults
listen to them, and hear them, and have conversations with them about what they think is important, it
really does empower them.”
— Tristan Williams
Department Head, Social Studies at Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School
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